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Doubts on Mengele s Time i in Paraguay'

To the Editor:

On ABC-TV’'s “This Week With
David Brinkley’ on Feb. 17, Senator
Alfonse M. D’Amato and others
stated they had information that the
Nazi torturer Dr. Josef Mengele en-
tered Paraguay in 1959, that he ac-

quired citizenship soon afterward and’

moved freely about. It was further as-
serted that Paraguayans are still
afraid to'talk about Mengele because
of the country’s dictatorship. :
‘On Dec. 1, 1959, Itookupdutxsat

' the United States Embassy in Para-

/guay as a political ofﬁoex;,ua.nd for
! four years and two months’ ‘through
chang&s in ambassadors and charges
. @’affaires, I held that position, often

-for months at a time as acting chief of

- the ernbassy’s political section.

. Throughout those years, there were’
constant rumors that Martin Bor-:
_-mamnn, Hitler's wvice fithrer, was in'

Paraguay, but.never a mention of
- Mengele. The balf-Russian - step-
daughter of a West German second
secretary assured me that the very
bedroom she occupied in her step-

_fatber’s house had been used as a bed- -

Approved For Release 2011/06/04 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100120044-2

room by Bormann. Strangers came to
me with tales of Bormann.
‘The Minjster of the Interior, Edgar

Insfrén, who controlled - secirity .
forces, volunteered to me in confi- |

dence that he believed Bormann. left
Europe at the end of World WarIIona
Vatican passport and was-thén,in
Paraguay. He promised to give me

turther information. He never did, and

- T asked him several times about it He
finally replied he had been mistaken.
Despite the dictatorship, Paraguay,
whose capital then had only 130, 000'in-
habitants, did pot keep secrets.<Al-

jmost anybody who had indoor plumb-"

ing knew everybody else who chd.“
Itis co‘ncewable that Mengele was
t.here and people thought it was Bor-
mann, but.] strongly doubt either was
there between Dec. 1, 1959 and Jan. 25,
1964, when I had the responsibility. of
knowing and reporting to Washington
all political matters of interest:to the
U.s. : A.DANE BOWENJR.
Lock Haven, Pa., Feb. 18, 1985

The writer is professor of hJ.story and
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